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IN REPLY REFER TO:

1610(030)

Dear Reader:

Enclosed for your review and comment is the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment (RMPA) and
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Federal fluid minerals leasing and development in Sierra and
Otero Counties. This document describes and analyzes alternative plans for managing Federal fluid minerals
leasing and subsequent activities in Sierra and Otero Counties, New Mexico.

The purpose of this review is to help BLM in its decision making process. We welcome your comments.
Comments on this document may be submitted to this off ice or presented verbally at the scheduled public
hearings. Written comments should be addressed to:

Tom Phillips, RMPA/EIS Team Leader
Bureau of Land Management
Las Cruces Field Office
1800 Marquess
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88005

All written comments must be postmarked no later than February 20, 2001 in order to be considered in the
Proposed RMPA/Final EIS. Where possible, include in your comments reference to the pages and
paragraphs on which you are commenting.

The public hearings and open houses will be advertised in the local news media. They are scheduled as
follows:

Date Time City Location

Tuesday, January 9, 2001 7:00 p.m. Roswell Best Western Sally Port Inn,
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Commission Chambers,
Room 253, 1000 New York
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open house will have displays providing information to explain the document and the environmental process
followed. BLM specialists will be available to discuss the Draft RMPA/EIS.

Written and oral comments will be considered fully and evaluated in preparing the Proposed RMPA/Final
EIS. If changes to this Draft document in response to comments are minor, the final document will include
only those changes and will not be a full reprint. Therefore, reviewers are urged to retain this copy of the
Draft RMPA/EIS to be used with the final document.

Sincerely,

Amy L. Lueders
Field Manager
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ABSTRACT

This Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment (RMPA) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) describes and analyzes
alternative plans for managing Federal fluid minerals leasing and subsequent activities in Sierra and Otero Counties, New Mexico.
managing Federal fluid minerals leasing and subsequent activities in Sierra and Otero Counties, New Mexico. Of the nearly 7
million acres of Federal, State, Tribal, and private lands in the two counties, the BLM Las Cruces Field Office administers
approximately 1.8 million surface acres and 5 million acres with underlying Federal minerals.

Three alternatives have been considered. The No-action Alternative assumes that the existing management direction would
continue. Compliance with laws and regulations would continue on a case-by-case basis. Alternatives A and B address existing
legislative and regulatory requirements at a programmatic level, and/or place constraints if resource values are determined to be
sufficiently high or protections are justified in the public interest. Decisions and analysis would be tiered from the RMPA/EIS,
thereby expediting future NEPA analysis and other legal and regulatory requirements. Alternative A is BLM's preferred
alternative, which implements existing laws, thereby protecting the environment to the extent deemed necessary while still
meeting BLM's multiple use mandates.

When the RMPA is completed, it will provide a comprehensive framework for managing the BLM -administered public land and
resources and for allocating their uses.

Date filed with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:  November 9, 2000.

Comments on this Draft RMPA/EIS must be postmarked no later than February 20, 2001.

Comments should be addressed to:

Tom Phillips, RMPA/EIS Team Leader
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1800 Marquess
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